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that wretched attire which we of the West
boast, and which was introduced when the
activities of modern life had trampled its
dignities under foot, has, to a great degree,
superseded the national costume. It has not,
however, done so entirely; and the splendid
Greek dresses, thickly scattered among those
more modern habiliments, invented, apparently,
to shew how like monkeys men can make
themselves, gave the scene the character of a
pageant, The Albanian dress, you are aware,
is different from the Greek; but, in fact, each
division of the mainland,, and every island, has
a costume of its own. The wearers of this
dazzling attire were worthy of it. They had more
the air of mountain chieftains, heads of clans,
and feudal warriors, than of courtiers. Their
gestures not only abounded in that perfect, grace
which the slightest consciousness destroys, but
in dignity wer6 actually imposing; tkdr features
resembled those of a statue; but their black eyes,
flashing with an uneasy light, and black hair
waving fiercely on their shoulders,,